Journal of Educational Sciences (JES)

[ Original Article ]

Iﬁf‘
A

JOURNAL OF EDUCATIONAL SCIENCES.

/e

Shahid Chamran
Dniversity of Ahvaz

Fall & Winter, 2026, 33(2), 33-48.
DOI: 10.22055/EDUS.2025.48569.3700

ISSN (E): 2588-672x
https://education.scu.ac.ir/

Education in Line with the Development of Intellectual Virtues for

Farkhundehe Disnad?

Students

, Sayed Jalal Hashemi?*, Seyed Mansour Marashi3‘,
Masoud Safaei Mogaddam?*

1. Ph.D. Graduate in Philosophy of Education, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran
2. Associate Professor, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

3. Professor, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

4. Professor, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

Article Info

Received: 18 Sep 2025
Revised: 07 Dec 2025
Accepted: 21 Dec 2025

Published: 23 Aug 2026

Corresponding Author:

Farkhundehe Disnad

Email:
f.disnad@yahoo.com

Keywords:

intellectual virtues; virtue
education; implicit
educational inference

Abstract

This study examined the concept of intellectual virtues and derived their
educational implications for school education using the method of implicit
educational inference. Grounded in a virtue-based conception of
education, the study argues that intellectual development should
encompass not only the acquisition of knowledge and cognitive skills but
also the cultivation of intellectual character, contexts. Employing a
philosophical-analytical approach, the study conducted a conceptual
analysis of the literature on intellectual virtues and systematically inferred
their educational implications. The analysis identified five core intellectual
virtues, as interrelated dimensions of intellectual character that collectively
foster reflective judgment, open-minded inquiry, responsible reasoning,
and ethical engagement with knowledge. The study concludes that
integrating intellectual virtues into educational practice provides a
coherent philosophical framework for nurturing intellectually responsible,
ethically committed, and reflective learners. Accordingly, intellectual
virtue education should be recognized as a fundamental component of
contemporary educational systems, enabling students to develop the
intellectual dispositions necessary for lifelong learning and for responsible
participation in both physical and digital learning communities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The cultivation of intellectual virtues has become an increasingly important concern in
contemporary philosophy of education, as educational systems are expected not only to promote
students' cognitive development but also to foster their intellectual character. A virtue-based
approach to education emphasizes the formation of enduring intellectual dispositions that enable
learners to think critically, seek truth responsibly, exercise sound judgment, and engage ethically
with knowledge and others. Rather than viewing education as the mere transmission of information,
this approach considers the development of intellectual character an essential educational
objective. Students who acquire intellectual virtues from an early age are more likely to become
reflective, responsible, and autonomous thinkers capable of addressing the epistemic and ethical
challenges of contemporary society. They also develop the capacity to apply these virtues in
academic, professional, social, and digital contexts where responsible judgment and thoughtful
decision-making are increasingly required. Accordingly, the purpose of this study was to explain
the concept of intellectual virtues and to derive their educational implications for application in
educational systems through the method of implicit educational inference.

Method

This study employed a philosophical-analytical approach based on the method of implicit
educational inference. Rather than collecting empirical data, the study relied on conceptual analysis
of philosophical and educational literature concerning intellectual virtues and virtue-based
education. Through systematic examination of relevant theoretical foundations, the educational
implications embedded within the concept of intellectual virtues were inferred and interpreted for
application in school education. The analysis aimed to clarify the educational significance of
intellectual virtues and to translate philosophical concepts into practical principles that can inform
curriculum development, instructional practices, classroom interactions, and educational policy.

Analysis

The conceptual analysis focused on five fundamental intellectual virtues: intellectual curiosity,
intellectual inquiry, intellectual insight, intellectual perseverance, and intellectual fairness.The
analysis suggests that intellectual curiosity serves as the motivational foundation of learning by
encouraging learners to ask meaningful questions, pursue knowledge independently, and remain
open to new ideas and experiences. Intellectual inquiry promotes systematic investigation,
evidence-based reasoning, and critical evaluation of competing perspectives, thereby strengthening
students' capacity for independent thinking and informed judgment. The conceptual examination
further indicates that intellectual insight enables learners to integrate diverse ideas, recognize
conceptual relationships, and develop deeper understanding beyond superficial knowledge
acquisition. Intellectual perseverance supports sustained engagement with complex intellectual
challenges, encouraging learners to persist despite uncertainty, difficulty, or temporary failure. In
addition, intellectual fairness fosters respect for diverse viewpoints, impartial evaluation of
evidence, intellectual humility, and ethical participation in dialogue and collaborative learning.
Taken together, these virtues constitute complementary dimensions of intellectual character that
extend beyond academic achievement and contribute to students' moral responsibility, reflective
thinking, and lifelong intellectual growth. The analysis also suggests that the cultivation of
intellectual virtues should influence multiple dimensions of educational practice, including
curriculum content, instructional methods, assessment practices, teacher—student interactions,
classroom culture, and the broader learning environment. From this philosophical examination,
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several educational implications are derived. Curriculum design should provide opportunities for
inquiry-based learning, reflective thinking, and reasoned dialogue rather than emphasizing
memorization alone. Teaching strategies should encourage questioning, collaborative exploration,
and critical discussion while creating psychologically safe environments in which students can
express ideas openly and respectfully. Teachers should model intellectual virtues through their own
professional practice by demonstrating curiosity, fairness, intellectual humility, perseverance, and
commitment to truth-seeking. Furthermore, assessment practices should value students' reasoning
processes, reflective judgment, and intellectual engagement alongside academic performance. The
study also argues that school culture should consistently reinforce intellectual virtues through
classroom interactions, extracurricular activities, and collaborative learning experiences that
encourage responsible participation in both physical and digital learning communities.

Conclusion

The study argues that intellectual virtues provide a coherent philosophical foundation for
educating thoughtful, responsible, and ethically committed learners. A virtue-based educational
approach broadens the purpose of schooling by integrating intellectual character development with
academic learning and recognizing that responsible thinking is as important as knowledge
acquisition. Cultivating intellectual virtues enables students to become autonomous learners
capable of critical inquiry, reflective judgment, ethical reasoning, and constructive engagement
with diverse perspectives. Accordingly, intellectual virtue education should be regarded as a
fundamental objective of contemporary educational systems. Integrating these virtues into
curriculum development, teacher education, instructional practices, and educational policy can
strengthen students' intellectual agency and prepare them to respond responsibly to the complex
intellectual, ethical, and social challenges of modern societies. Such an approach contributes not
only to learners' academic success but also to their holistic intellectual development and lifelong
capacity for responsible participation in educational, professional, and civic life.
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