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Introduction 
Today, academic corruption has become a common phenomenon in 

developing countries and entails huge costs for higher education. 

 

Objective 
The purpose of this study was to identify the structural origins of 

academic corruption in Iranian higher education.  

 

Method 
The research approach was qualitative and the research method was 

grounded theory which emerging design was conducted. The research 

population included all higher education experts and university professors 

which a total of 15 of them were selected through theoretical purposive 

sampling method and based on theoretical saturation. Semi-structured 

interviews were used to collect research data. Thematic analysis was 

conducted to analyze the data. The obtained data were validated using the 

member checking method. 

 

Results 
The findings showed that the origins of academic corruption include 

economic origins (such as, misallocation of financial resources, poor living 

conditions and welfare in the whole society as well as the community of 
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professors and academics), managerial origins (such as, lack and Weak 

meritocracy, Lack of adequate oversight of teachers' performance in the 

classroom), cultural origins (such as dominance of the culture of 

normalization of misconduct and corruption in the university, change in the 

attitude of the government to the issue of science and academia and 

knowledge), social origins (such as Student sociability, conditions outside 

the university) and political origins (such as the mass higher education, 

incorrect university policies, privatization). Finally, using the research 

findings, a model called the model of structural factors of academic 

corruption was presented. 

 

Discussion 

The results indicates that weak structural origins cause to social 

crises. Therefore, anonymity of the structural factors will provide the 

ground for academic corruption.  
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