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Introduction
Despite the importance of ‘the ultimate goal of education’, as one of the

most important elements in education, little effort has been made to examine
the relationship between this element and the incompetence of the education
system in Iran. Accordingly, this study aimed to investigate the
incompetence of the Iranian educational system with regard to ‘the ultimate
goal of education’. In all documents written after the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, it is highlighted that ‘the ultimate goal’ of the formal education
system is to help students develop a religious identity. This study sought to
investigate whether ‘the ultimate goal’ set for the Iranian education system
was achieved in reality as reflected in the social sphere.

Method
The present study used documentary research to collect data, and the data
were analyzed using a descriptive-interpretive approach.

Results

Based on the results of data analysis and considering the apparent
discrepancy between the goal established in the high-level documents (i.e.,
overt end) and what has been achieved in reality in society (i.e., covert end),
it seems that the Iranian formal education system has not been successful in
achieving the stated goal and that its performance has been incompetent.
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Discussion

It can be said that the educational and cultural spheres are currently
dominated by a kind of secular education, which is increasingly expanding
day by day. Secular education seems to be the covert end challenging the
overt end of the Iranian education system. On the other hand, it must be
noted that a conservative interpretation of religion, characterized by
indoctrination and constraint and adopted by the decision-making body of
the education system, has formed the basis of religious planning and
education in Iran since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. Since this particular
interpretation of religion is based on a misconception of the nature of
religion and an incomplete understanding of religious education, it does not
have a clear understanding of the methods it prescribes and the context
within which education takes place. This incompetence of the education
system is rooted in inattention to the need for proper understanding of the
nature of religion, for the necessity of questioning in religious education, and
for the advisability of the innate nature. These factors have led to the
requirements of religious education being neglected and inaccurately
described.
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2- Effectiveness

3- Efficiency

4- Incompetency



o GMO.:J.UO)\SJ‘M‘lgb‘ﬁ‘w)%ﬁ‘,rf\dfw‘shij\sdkﬁwL;w)j..o

G35 eop s pleld Ll &S sl s bl 5 ol (ol 5 1l oS L
T B~ S g R R ] 5 (Hosseini, 2003, 8) (. 5
Sl g ol A s e e bee G a gl Sda shin (S e
Soolss 03 SCame K3 o Sl el O G lp s Al &S sl Sa
odon sl DS Slual 5 Sl 4 ) Os (a5 e pl Skl 4L L gl 8

M S

Sl sedd as S b s e dolie 5 Glaal (ol (w5 sl b Jsb s
5> e 0 plonil a3 5 Lan S a5 (g3date slapltdl 5 (65 50l Lol Giss
}VTLJCLELS\J{LDKSQ\M\)Q@«L&,Mgwdﬂ&»k\f);}gdlﬁ\)jis
s LT oS el 0T 353 0 = Jlan byl 53 45 iy ol oS IS gy S
b Cale ol e LT Sl o2 ol go aile o L ol 55 OMS' lal L s &
Pl 4l Gl St ST RAL s 0dilS Al w0 GBS sy s OO Sl
€35 e 1 0T 05 oo €658 5 Sl €585 «ols OddoliS

S OB S Sl e e il padse cnl il sl OdS s, 6l
Gamed 93 4 |, lacole Khoi (1981, 58) 230 A s s L sl gl o ls
Oly loyliS ol 1) LKal cule oS sla S LS o el ‘rw% coley Y(()L(,ﬂ <ol
5 el b s bl 5 B esns LG (ulel 5B LB s S S
53 kb e obay BB Camdly godalie 5 51 5 1) Ol culs 5 Lsd e Ol s
s bl yen Olgy wale 5 KT Cole &S ol (G145 S cluns By F !
ST cule Ol Sl gahol 5 0550 Ly ol s glaacr v Lo OLS
2 DlEE g Sla e Sl LS Ol S e el Ol ole

Ll b L b 0T gl 8L L gl o gas

1- Lé Thanh Khoi
2- Overt End
3- Covert End



(¥ ookt V¥ e Olins 5 mly YA Dl ot (g0599) <3 g8l O jom g J&sls ég;f_,l.a S #

SV sbd 5 (13 Bl Ol 255l ol SIST sle 03 S el 615 Lo
S a5 Sl w0 Hledd k5 Dl ML (55, 5 45(,.::.'9)
e s il ol Sl sVt L 086 Jlex oDl OB (55 3l e
oz 350 B3 1 Ll b oS zsVU e b 056 Sler opl 3 cn 5 cole il o S
DS ,le r.:;l: Bt
5 S e 5 Ol Jlaie 5 @35m0 e i 1050 5 SEipel e slisd -
.\vjb)\fs)jﬁui:wﬁﬁi:mala\ﬂ);d);ﬁ\m
5 ool Sle oS 5 Cus i Gioan o Sssl Solis calby 5 Gl 06 Y
cade 5 Ol e 3 SN G lan 5 ol kel 5 S Gasb 31 013 g0l 201 (5 s
Qi pans i 5 013 Jie ol 5 (s ke B 5 (5 e 4o
S s e s s Ol JleS 1 B0 5 (25l e slsd PP ool (54 pmme Y
Tl o3 4 Odery D
LSS (s holas il Js sl 300l s 5 sl sl e e Y
i (gl Sobel (g gwar ansl 33l Colha [ giads oS ol jlas ol e s
g I 5 050 conlin glatine ) olad a5 ab Sl LSl golatl 5 ST
"aosl e 2l ol o ganalr il GRS IS sl 5o 1y Olisl oy se
53 sy ge ol oS s g cpl s e o mesVU sl b ld cpl ey 3 ]
Lol ol ol 38 g platal O ot 4 Cond oS Sl o e
53 0l asie Sule Oles YU b Sl sean bezsle Sl ool Ly 5 0l Kuss
el s 5 Gl el I e 5 Gl 5o podie Culs g a0 2
a«;lg_g\ Star y3 acb Sl 5l Sl ol ST i Slr sileasy

1- Unpublished document in the archives of the Secretariat of the Higher Council of
Education, Final approval in the year 1982, 7.

2- Law on Objectives and Duties of Education approved by the Islamic Consultative
Assembly, Date of approval, 2/14/1987.

3- General goals of education of the Islamic Republic of Iran: resolve of the meeting No. 626
of the Higher Education Council dated 10/22/1998.

4- The Fundamental Transformation Document of Iranian Education, 2011, 10.

5-  Theoretical Foundations of the Fundamental Transformation Document of Iranian
Education, 2011, 151.
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